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Al-hamdu-lillah the festive season of Ramadan brought many brothers and sisters to our centre in prayer and celebration. Our Khat-me-Qur’an was held on 10th November 2004 and was very well attended Masha-Allah.  We had many volunteers who put in time and effort and contributed Iftar and Dinner for over 450 people. This was a grand effort given that we catered for many people with only the help of volunteers. 





Our Eid-ul-Fitr celebration was attended by an unprecedented amount of brothers and sisters with smooth arrangements for parking and the centre facilitating hundreds of people outside the hall. A special marquee was setup to provide additional room for the ladies. Following the Eid prayer, an Eid festival was held with several food stalls, BBQ’s, and kids activities. A great time was had by young and old, and the kids enjoyed the occasion enormously. There were some outstanding contributions from the ladies including Sr. Afshan Mintoo and UMMA ladies committee members who all helped ensure the day ran smoothly. 





In the last council meeting, the council decided to get further quotations for the car park area, renovation of the kitchen and improvement of the ladies area. To date, our budget target for these projects is over $25,000. Our collection for these improvements is at approximately $13,000 over the last few months. We still require the remainder of the budget and we encourage everyone to donate generously to this noble cause. These improvements are aimed at providing better facilities for everyone to enjoy and providing a better environment for our prayers and religious activities. 





The UMMA Saturday School wishes to invite more students to attend from 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm and teaches Qur’an, religious education and language. Please contact Br. Ehsan Ul-Haque for enrolment for 2005. Religious education is an integral part of a child’s development and the teachers here offer excellent services that should be utilised by more members of the community.


                                                                                                                JazaakAllah 





السلام عليكم و رحمة الله وبركاته 


As-Salaamu `Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu


Dear Brothers & Sisters


Sheikh Abdur-Rahmaan as-Sudais, Imam of Al-Haram, said in a recent Khutbah, "Brothers in Islam! Tell me, if an honourable guest visits you in your dwellings, showers you with goodness and loves you – which you reciprocate; then the time for his departure arrives, how are you going to bid him farewell and how are you going to feel? What separation is then greater and more emotional than that from the beloved guest of the Muslims, the blessed month of Ramadan?"











Before every sports season, there is a Pre-season training. What is the pre-season training for the believer?  It is the worship we exert ourselves in during Ramadan---where we train ourselves to worship stronger and stronger, InshaAllah.  We can see the affects of this on how we become after Ramadhan passes.  So ask yourselves, "Am I a better person after Ramadhan or not?"  Then be honest with yourselves and ask again this question ! "Am I just a Ramadhan Muslim?"  The answer to this question should force us to re-think our goals of Dunya and Akhirah, InShaAllah.











We somehow make ourselves think that when Ramadhan is over, then our supplications are not answered.  We fool ourselves into thinking that after Ramadhan is over, we cannot perform more good deeds or exert ourselves.  But this is another trick of Shaytaan---the times of dua'a are always open, before and after the adhans, the special hour on Juma'ah, the 3rd portion of the night, in our Sujoods ..etc.  Ramadhan is a training ground for an entire year of upright worship of Allah.  Let us not forget, that every day we've been given, there is more opportunity to worship Allah no matter what month it is.





Allah has made us Muslims, raised us up on this beautiful religion, and the more you learn and practise this religion, it is a reflection of Allah's love for you.  To better understand this, think about your children.  You raise them with love and kindness, expecting little in return, but if they say something to hurt you, or if they disobey you, it is a reflection of lack of consideration for you and ingratitude.  And SubHanAllah, Allah has given us everything good in life, and we turn our backs to Him and we disobey Him.  Let us turn back to our Creator, who is... Ever Most Merciful to the believers [33:43].  Let us show Him that we will persevere and strive in doing more good deeds for His sake even after Ramadhan has ended.





Remember, during Ramadhan, we had some help.  The Shayateen were chained and jailed during this blessed month.  But now, they roam freely.  If a Muslim continues to have the patience to do righteous deeds after Ramadhan, this is a sign that his (fasting) has been accepted by his Lord, the Most Generous, and the Bestower of blessings. If he fails to do righteous deeds after Ramadhan, and follows the ways of the Shaytaan, this is a sign of humiliation, meanness, lowly status and being deprived of the help of Allah, as al-Hasan al-Basri said: “They were no longer of any significance to Allah, so they committed sin. If they had mattered to Him, He would have protected them.”





May Allah accept our good deeds, Sujoods and Qiyaam, and grant us the tawfeeq to continue to do good deeds, seeking His pleasure alone, Ameen.   




















































































































Chairman’s Report











EID FESTIVAL


In mid-afternoon on Sunday 15th November 2004, hundreds of people gathered at UMMA centre for what was a wonderful celebration of Eid-Ul-Fitr. This year, Eid was celebrated in a somewhat different fashion at the UMMA centre. The yard was alive with many festive activities for people of all ages to enjoy, including stalls, rides and sports. Children were able to enjoy mini-golf, a merry-go-round, and a very popular jumping castle. There were also stalls of jewellery, food, fairy floss and more. The activities provided entertainment for young children, with the added benefit of donations to go to the development of the mosque. It was a fantastic site to see children with their faces painted, playing on the jumping castle, others playing cricket, while parents visited stalls and enjoyed the company of fellow Brothers’ and Sisters’. This was the first time such activities have been available at UMMA Centre, and the UMMA Eid Festival will be back, and even better, next Eid INSHALLAH.








May Allah (swt) reward all of the people that have worked hard to make UMMA Islamic Centre a place of worship and celebration of His Praise.  Our community has grown in many ways and enlightened many people and we ask Allah (swt) to grant us success and blessing in all of our efforts.





In light of this, let us show our gratitude by maintaining the sanctity of UMMA Masjid and make sure to maintain the proper Islamic Dress Code and manners in the perimeters of the UMMA Islamic Centre. 


 May Allah (SWT) reward us all with good, Ameen.





VOLUNTARY SPORTS/GAMES/RECREATION ACTIVITIES FOR ALL





There will be some creative sports and games for all (men/women/children) on


UMMA BBQ Day (Dec 25, 2004).      Please note:





Those willing to participate in any of these activities should wear sensible attire for the occasion / competition. Any queries please contact:


Br Taheer Meraj @ Mob: 0402 916 623








A MESSAGE TO MEMBERS








Those Members who have not paid their membership for 2004-2005, please pay by 31st Dec 2004 in order to keep their membership.





Any member depositing the annual subscription direct into UMMA’s bank account should also notify Br Wasi Qureshi by Phone/Fax @ 9466 9756 . We received two direct deposits of $40 & $80 on 1st Sep 04 & 10th Sep 04 respectively without any names. Their names, therefore, can not be recorded into our Dbase confirming their membership. 


 Members are also requested to give their full names when making payments, so that a correct receipt is issued.











UMMA FUNDRAISING DINNER





Where?   Laila Reception, 451 Sydney Road Brunswick


                                        (Mel Ref: 29 G7)


                    When?     Thursday 23rd December, 7.30pm


$35 per person


Limited seats available;    Book now to avoid disappointment.


(Proceedings will go to UMMA Islamic Centre)


***Invitation has also been extended to the Visiting Pakistan


Cricket team to attend the dinner***





For reservations, please ring any one of the following committee members:


                            Br. Waheed Khan      0413 215 813      9764 5827 / 8574 3427


                     Br. Habib Rehman    0422 885 208    9812 7270


                            Br. Rahil Khan          0404 620 831     9465 0797


                            Br. Aqeel Syed           0412 243 708     9812 0266


                            Br. Aslam Kazi          0416 086 786








UMMA ANNUAL BBQ











Will be held at 1 pm  on Saturday 25th December INSHALLAH





Venue:   Ruffey Lake Park, Doncaster


(Corner of  Victoria & George Streets: Mel Ref: 33 J10)





All welcome








UMMA congratulates:





** Br & Mrs. Shahid Syed on the marriage of their son Imran Syed, who got married to Nabeela  Fathima Wahid in Al-Haram Al-Shareef, Makkah on 15th Nov 2004.


**Br Nawaz & Sr Bilquess on the marriage of their daughter Dr Zaiba   Saleem, who got married to Zeeshan Haider recently in Lahore / Pakistan.





    **Mohammed Majid Siddiqui of Coburg and Meh-Jabeen, who got 


        married recently in Mumbai - India.








Sana Amberin d/o Rafia & Rafi Ahmed passed her VCE examination with good grades.


UMMA congratulates all those boys & girls who completed their VCE this year.  May Allah (SWT) help them achieve their future goals and keep them on the right path of Islam.  Ameen








To all of our brothers and sisters who are embarking on the most important journey of their life in this world and the next, UMMA Islamic Centre would like to wish them a safe, easy, and accepted Hajj Journey.  May Allah (swt) grant them a Hajj Mabroor wa Sae’e Mashkoor and a safe return to their families.        Ameen











اِنّـا للهِ وَاِنّـآ اِلَيْـهِ رَاجِـعُـوْن








Mother of Dr Rafiq Memon passed away in Hyderabad, Pakistan on Sunday the 5th of December 2004. His contact phone numbers are:  Home: 98570067; Mob:0412724316


May Allah (SWT) grant her place in Jannah and give patience to the bereaved family.           Ameen 








Who are the most important people in our world today? Who would others say are the really great individuals among us? World leaders? Athletes? Politicians? Movie stars?





Individuals from each of these categories have been called great, but compared to Allah they truly fall short. Listen to how Allah describes Himself: [There is no creature that moves on the Earth but its provision depends on Allah. He knows its dwelling and its resting place. All is recorded in a clear book] ~ 11:6





With Allah [...are the keys of the unseen; none knows them but He. He knows what is in land and sea; not a leaf falls, but He knows it. Not a grain in the deep darkness of the Earth, not a thing green or dry but it is in a clear Book] ~ 6:59





Wow! Can anyone be compared to that? It's obvious only our God is truly great. Everyone else dims in comparison.


 


When Adee ibn Haatim came to the Prophet with a silver cross around his�neck, the Prophet - sal Allah u alayhi wa sallam - said to him, "O Adee,�does it hurt you that it be said that Allah is the greatest? Do you know�anyone greater than Allah?" Adee later commented, "Those words left such an impression on me that in that sitting I became Muslim!" 





Allah o Akbar! When we say Allah o Akbar in our upcoming Salah, let's pay attention to the statement’s magnitude. Truly, Allah is Great!



















































































Sayings of our Prophet �


الكلمــه الطيبــه صدقــه





“A good word is Charity”











Sheikh Sa'eed ibn Musfir tells the following account... ��I was walking out of the Haram (the Ka'bah in Makkah) when I saw a man begging from everyone that passed by him. 








�


A man who had parked his tinted Mercedes excessively close to the Haram in a designated VIP parking walked passed the beggar on his way to his car. As he pulled the keys out and the alarm did the 'whup whup', the beggar raised his finger to the sky and said, "Please, for the sake of Allah!" ��








Trying to end the moment and avoid a dip into the pocket, the Mercedes man said back, "Allah will provide!"  The beggar said back, "What! Did you at any moment think that I thought YOU were my provider! I'm not asking for your provision, I KNOW Allah will provide for me." 


Then the Mercedes tinted windows came up and the man drove away. ��











A needy African sister who was sitting nearby on the street selling textiles was moved by the incident. She did not have much, but from what she did have, she pulled out 1 Riyal and placed it in the hands of that beggar. He smiled and went on his way. 


Meanwhile the Mercedes man could not drive on with the choke of guilt. He turned the car around and made his way through the crowd to the place where the incident had happened. ��











Sheikh Misfir says...I saw with my own eyes as he pulled out a 10 Riyal bill from his wallet


to give to the beggar. But he looked left and right and could not find him. What was he to do? He had already pulled out the bill to give for the sake of Allah and was not going to put it back. So he found the nearest person he thought was worthy of the bill, placed it in her lap and went on his way. ��


The 10 Riyals sat in the lap of the same sister who had given 1 Riyal to the beggar! ��


Rasul Allah - sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam - said, 





"Charity never decreases a person's wealth."


�





عن أبي هريرة أن النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم قال:  





"إذا مات ابن آدم ينقطع عمله إلا من ثلاث 


صدقة جاريــة   *                                                                      


 * أو علم ينتفع به  


 * أو ولد صالح يدعو له  (رواه مسلم)            


                                     








It was narrated by Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet� said:: “When a human being dies, his work comes to an absolute end except three that he leaves behind:  


* A continuous act of charity ( Sadaqa Jariyah)


* A useful contribution to knowledge


* A  righteous child who prays for him


                                  (narrated by Muslim)





10. Pray 2 Rakahs (Salatul Duha) anytime after sunrise and before Dhuhr�       Narrated by Abu Hurayrah - "My Khaleel �  advised me to do three things: 


      (1) Fast 3 days of each month (2) To pray 2 rakahs of Duha  (3) To pray witr before 


            sleeping."  - Bukhari and Muslim�9. Pray for Rasul Allah �- �Our Prophet �- said, "Whoever prays for me once, Allah blesses that person 10 times” – Muslim





8. Listen to the Adhan & Repeat what the Mu'adhdhin is saying during Adhan


7. Say “Subhan Allah” - How far Allah is from imperfection!' 100 times�Mus'ab ibn Sa'd narrates: Allah's Messenger �  said: "Does any one of you not have the ability to attain 1000 good deeds (hasanaat) every day? Let him do tasbeeh (Subhan Allah!) 100 times, it will be written for him 1000 hasanat or 1000 sins will be wiped from his record." – (Muslim)�6. Play with our children for the sake of Allah


  Jabir narrates: “We were with Allah's Messenger - �- invited for a meal when we passed 


  Al-Hussain playing in the alley with some Ansar children. Allah's Messenger - sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam - walked a little faster to go and play  with him. He stuck out his hand to take him, but Al-Hussain ran here and there squealing gleefully until Allah's Messenger caught him. 


 Then he - sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam - held his chin with one hand and his head with the other 


 and kissed Al-Hussain and hugged him. – (Bukhari)�5. Make Dua'a often during times of ease�      Rasul Allah  � said, "Whoever is pleased that Allah answered his supplications during times of calamity and hardship, let him increase his supplication amidst the times of ease." –    (Tirmidhi )


      BONUS: Say the Dhikr after Making Wudu :---------�      Rasul Allah � said, "If anyone of you, after perfecting his Wudu, says, 'Ash hadu An Laa ilaaha illa Allah, Wa Ash hadu Anna Muhammadan 'Abduhu wa Rasooluh - I bear witness that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad  is his slave and Messenger... the eight gates of Jannah will open for him and he will permitted to enter from whichever he wishes." - Muslim ��4. Pick up the phone to call your mother (or a close relative) and tell them that you love them. �  Rasul Allah �- said, "The Wasil (One who fulfils the rights of his ties of kinship) is not the one who does good when family members do good (and bad when they are bad). The Wasil is the one who,  when family members cut him off he does good to them." - Interpretation of a Bukhari  hadith. ��3. Take a few minutes to stop and contemplate Allah's amazing creation of your eyes, voice, 


    and entire body�2. Share a part of your lunch with someone �  Rasul Allah - sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam - said, "Oh Abu Dharr! If you cook any soup increase 


  it's water; then look  to your neighbors and give them some of it." - Narrated by Muslim


And the #1 deed you can do in less then 1 minute...


1. Make Du'a for your brother in his absence


Rasul Allah- � said, "If a person prays for his (or her) brother in their absence (without them knowing), an Angel(hears the Du'a) and replies: 'Aameen! " - narrated by Ahmad, Abu Dawood and Tirmidhi


In fact, whenever the Sahaabah and Taabi'een wanted their Du'a to be answered quickly, they would ask the same thing for their brother in order to get the angel to reply, 'Aameen
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