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Ramadan 1427H, October 2006

The Chairperson and Council of UMMA wishes Eid Mubarak to all! May Allah continue to increase our knowledge of his deen and continue to elevate the status of His Messenger sallallahu alaihi wa sallam. May it be a happy and blessed Ramadan for you all.
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Dearbrothers and sisters, Allah(swt) has blessed us to see another Ramadan. Opportunities in today’s times arefew, thus what an opportunity we’ve been blessed with to see this month.Therefore, let us reflect upon the main objective of this month, “So you willattain piety.” Thus, in order to taste the sweetness of this month, pleasereflect on the following bits of advice. The Prophet said, “The blessed month ofRamadan has come upon you. Allah has made fasting during it an obligation.During this month the gates of Hell are closed and the gates of Heaven areopened. In this month there is a night which, to Allah, is equal to 1000months.”

FASTINGIS PRESCRIBED FOR YOU
"O you whobelieve! Fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before youso that you may learn self-restraint."The Holy Quran,2:183

 

GODREWARDS CHARITABLE GIVING

"Thosewho spend their wealth in charity by night and day, secretly and openly, theywill have their reward from their Lord. They shall have nothing to fear or toregret."The Holy Quran, 2:274


FASTINGIS LIKE A SHIELD
The ProphetMuhammad (peace be upon him) quoted God as saying: "Fasting is like a shield,and he who fasts has two joys: joy when he breaks his fast and joy when he meetshis Lord."Hadith Qudsi 10

ANYONE WHOFASTS HAS TWO JOYS
TheProphet Muhammad (peace be upon him) quoted God as saying: "Fasting is Mine andit I who give reward for it. . .Fasting is like a shield, and he who fasts hastwo joys: joy when he breaks his fast and joy when he meets hisLord."

Dua ofthe week:
Whenwaking up "All praise is for Allah who gave us life after having taken it fromus and unto Him is the resurrection."
[Reference:al-Bukhaareewith al-Fat.h 11/113 and
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detailsand must put to practice the true and authentic teachings of Islam. We must payattention to our behaviour and set a good example. We must pay attention to ourfamilies and our young generation. We must work together and do our best forMuslim unity and solidarity. We must build strong Islamic institutions andshould support them financially and with more volunteer work.

2.Give themessage of Islam:All of us should consider ourselves ambassadors ofIslam. We must give the message of Islam with wisdom and good preaching to allpeople with whom we come into contact. We should not hide our Islamic identity.We should try to explain to all people, without any coercion or antagonism, thetrue message of Islam.

3.Remove themisunderstandings:We must do our best to remove misconceptions andmisunderstandings about our faith, our way of life. We must remove thepropaganda against us. We are not against intellectual criticism. We should beopen to those who have some genuine problems and grievances against us. But weshould not take lightly any stereotypes and bad images that some people want tocreate against us.

4.Cooperatewith fair and like minded peopleof other faiths and races: We must promote good dialogue and good relations withour neighbours. We must help in the building of a just, peaceful and moralsociety for all humankind. 
UMMANEWS COMMITTEE wish you all a Blessed Ramadan and a HAPPYEID-UL-FITR
Br.HayatQureshi hayatqureshi@hotmail.com

Sr,TasneemYousuffvyousth@hotmail.com

Br.WahajHabib  wahajhabib@hotmail.com

MuhammadArif  arifcol@yahoo.com.au

Br. HassanJaved hjavy@hotmail.com

Expressionsof interest are invitedto form aladies committee. If interested please get in touch with Br Aslam Kazi(98465115) or Sr Tasneem Yousuff on(95748886).

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WebWatch

Asfor those who strive in Us, We surely guide them to Our paths.

(Al-Ankabut29:69)

SheikhJaafar Idris’ response to thePope

http://austrolabe.com/2006/09/22/sheikh-jaafar-idris-response-to-the-pope/

Asmentioned in the previous post, Sheikh Jaafar Sheikh Idris has authored asuccinct reply to Pope Benedict that addresses some of the major themes in hisspeech.
OnSept 12, 2006, Pope Benedict XIV, delivered a lecture at the University ofRegensburg. The lecture was in German but was later translated into English bythe Vatican under the title,TheThree Stages in the Program of Dehellenization. My reply is based onthat translation. The main theme of thePapal speech was the relationship between faith and reason, and it was mainlyabout the development of Western thought on this issue, especially in relationto Christianity. But for some obscure reason the Pope started off with somethingthat does not at all seem relevant to his central topic. He began by quotingsomething which the Byzantine emperor Manuel II Paleologus of the fourteenthcentury said about Islam.Read More http://austrolabe.com/2006/09/22/sheikh-jaafar-idris-response-to-the-pope/

Biyan-ul-Quran-Dr. Israr Ahmad[http://islam.islamabad.net]

Forthe last forty years or so, Dr. Israr Ahmad has been actively engaged not onlyin reviving the Qur'an-cantered Islamic perennial philosophy and world-view butalso reforming the society in a practical way with the ultimate objective ofestablishing a true Islamic StateRead More.[www.tanzeem.org]
AlKauthar [http://www.alkauthar.org]

Anew revolutionary Institute designed and developed to cater for the westernMuslim. AlKauthar offers a fresh look at imparting classical Islamic knowledgethrough weekend university level courses that earn you credits towards a diplomaor degree. Read More [http://www.alkauthar.org]

DUA 
When waking up "All praise is for Allaah who gave uslife after having taken it from us and unto Him is theresurrection."
 

 

 

Muslim4/2083]
Are weresponsible for Learning the Qur’an, and to whatextent?

MohammedYousuff

 
Dearbrothers and sisters in Islam. We live in a Western country and fortunately mostof us have high qualifications and university degrees. In Australia thedefinition of a literate person is ‘he/she who can read and write with somebasic numerical skills.’ Do we stop ourselves or our children soon after this socalled literate state? The answer is obviously NO. We all strive to learn muchmore than just reading and writing. But why do we not strive to learn the Quranbeyond just the ability to read in Arabic? Most of us stop once we or ourchildren learn to recite the Quran. We do not put efforts to extend this noblelearning to understanding Allah’s Word – the greatest treasure which we possess which is ‘fard’ayn’.All the professional education or other types of learning, to make aliving, which we receive after spending a third of our life is also importantbut Allah counts it as secondary which is ‘fardakifiah’.

 

Whatwill be our answer to Allah (S.W.T) when we are accounted for the time spent onsecondary education (‘fardakifiah’)in comparison with the timespent on his book of Hidaya? At this point I want to remind myself and othersthe hadiths that Mohammed (S.A.W) said “The most severely punished of all men onthe day of resurrection will be learned men whom Allah has not blessed with Hisknowledge”(Cf. al-Tabarni, al-Mu’jam, al_Saghir pg 103). In this hadith we caneasily identify ourselves as learned compared with some of our brothers andsisters in the third world. Allah’s knowledge comes from nothing other thanQuran. Allah has clearly said in the Quran, If you walk towards me I will runtowards you. Allah’s blessing comes only when we make our first move and so isHis knowledge.

 

Whatdo we gain from the Allah’s knowledge? Here are some words ofwisdom.

 

“Onlythe learned are regarded as belonging to mankind because it is the knowledgewhich distinguishes man/woman from the otheranimals.”

 

“Thehuman beings were only created to seek knowledge. Allah proved to His Angelsthat Adam is superior to them because he was given the knowledge of things thatis unknown to the Angels.”

 

“Whena learned believer dies the fish of the sea as well as the fowl of the air willmourn him”. (Malik, al-Muwatta, Talab al illm 1)

 

 

continued on page4
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

continued from page3
TheProphet (S.AW) said “the learned believer holds a rank seventy degrees higherthan that of the ordinary believer”. An ordinary believer is similar to theperson who had completed the primary school education; learnt to read and writeand acquired some numerical skills. In this great religion of ours do we want tofinish with just primary school or go higher?

 

Quranwas revealed to our Prophet (S.A.W). It’s Aayats are such that there issomething for every person how less educated or how highly educated that personhappens to be. We get guidance according to our capacity to understand, and thechallenge for us is to try, explore and find out our rank amongst the piouspeople. The understanding (interpretation) of the Quran does not end with ourProphet (S.A.W) because our Prophet (S.A.W) himself prayed for ibn-Abbas saying“O Allah! Enlighten ibn-Abbas in religion and teach him interpretation “(al_Tirmidhi, Manaqib 42). Therefore there are several interpretations of Quranwritten on different time periods for the obvious reasons that it does not endwith the Prophet (S.A.W).

 

Allah,the Exalted, has said in theQuran:

 

(20:114)And say: My Lord! Increase me inknowledge.”

 

(39:9)Say: Are those who know equal with those who knownot?”

 

Weall know the story of Musa (S.A.W) who asked Allah to increase his knowledge andto acquire more knowledge he travelled to meet Hazrath Qidar. It shows that Musa(S.A.W) did not just pray he followed it up byaction.

 

Whatdo we loose if we miss the virtues of reading and understanding the Quran on adaily basis?

 

TheProphet (S.A.W) said “one whose heart does not contain anything from Holy Quran,is like a deserted house.”

 

Allahstates in the Quran:

 

(42:23)Do they not then earnestly seek to understand the Quran, or is that there arelocks upon their hearts?

 

(2:121)Those to whom we have given the Book, study it as it should be studied: they arethe ones that believe therein: those who reject faith there in – the loss istheir own.

Fromthe above Quranic verses one of the conditions that as a believer, we shouldbefulfilling, is tostudy.
 

Theterm “as it should be studied can be better understood by the followinghadiths.

 

TheProphet (S.A.W) said “ Recite (and study) the Quran as long as you agree aboutits interpretation, but if you have any difference of opinion (as regards itsinterpretation and meaning) then you should stop reciting it (for the time being). (Bukhari book 7no.580)

 

Whatis next then? You see an Aalim and discuss this with him/her about yourdifference of opinion or read other interpretations. The immediate thing is tothink and ponder upon it followed by consultation with an Aalim. Effort shouldbe made. Like we do at the secondary school level to skip for the time being andthen proceed with the other chapter. It must be emphasised that most Aayats inthe Quran are easy to understand and Allah has mentioned in the Quran in thefollowing verses:

 

(54:17,22, 32&40) And we have indeed made the Quran easy to understand andremember, then is there any that will receiveadmonition.

 

(26:1)These are the verses of the Book that makes (things)clear.

 

(15:1)A.L.R These are the Ayats of Revelation; of a Quran that makes thingsclear.

 

(27:1)Ta. Sin. These are Verses of Quran – A Book that makes (things)clear.

 

(28:2)Same as (27:1 and (43:2) By the Book that makes thingclear.

 

Thisshows that whatever one is expected to know to meet the obligations to fulfilall five Pillars of Islam are clearly explained to us by the Almighty Allah andalso made clear to us is what is Halal and what is Haram.

 

Theabove discussed matter was to attain the secondary level which is some ranksabove the ordinary believers level.

 

Whendo we need an Aalim?

 

Weoften hear that to understand the Quran one needs the guidance of an Aalim.Therefore we do not try to find an Aalim and sit with them to fulfil this ‘fard’ayn’. It is like the example of aperson who is keen to cross the river, instead of learning to swim and then swimacross, he waits for the river to dry so that he can cross. That may not happen.Similarly, you may not always get the opportunity to sit and learn from anAalim.

 

 Allah reveals in the Quran the followingverse:

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

continued from page4
(3:7)He it is who has sent down to you the Book; in it are verses basic orfundamental clear (in meaning); they are the foundation of the Book; Others areallegorical. But those in whose heart is perversity follow the part thereof thatis not entirely clear, but no one knows its true meaning except Allah. And thosewho are firmly grounded in knowledge say; “We believe in it, the whole of it isfrom our Lord.” And none will grasp the Message except men ofunderstanding.

 

Inthe above Aayat, the words ‘basic’ and ‘fundamental’ refer to primary andsecondary levels. People who are firmly grounded in knowledge meaning (Islamic)Aalim who, by virtue of the knowledge and efforts, can understand Allah’smessage better than an ordinary believer.

 

Anas-ibn-Malikstated that the process of studying the meaning of Quran and of enumerating theblessings of Allah is enlightenment. For examples Imam al-Shafi used to dividehis night into three parts; one-third for study of Quran, One-third for prayerand One-third for sleep. Also we know how Imam Abu-Hanifah used to spend hisnights in prayer and the study of Quran.

 

Dearbrothers and sisters there is no short cut and we should seek Allah through theknowledge of Quran. I pray to Allah (S.W.T) to increase my knowledge of Quranand the readers of this article, Ameen!.

 

(MohammedYousuff) Glen Waverley.

 

Allarticles appearing in UMMA News come from reliable and knowledgeable sources andare meant to enlighten our Eeman. The opinions expressed herein containpositions and viewpoints that are not necessarily those of UMMA. These areoffered as a means for UMMA to stimulate dialogue and discussion in ourcontinuing mission of being an educationalorganisation.

 

InterestingFacts:

 

1. 1.       Thelongest one-syllable word in the English language is"screeched."

 

2. 2.       Thelongest word in the English language, according to the Oxford EnglishDictionary, is
       pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis.

 

3. 3.       A pregnantgoldfish is called a twit.
 

4. 4.       It'simpossible to sneeze with your eyes open
 

5. 5.      Facetiousand abstemious contain all the vowels in the correct order, As does arsenious,meaning "containing arsenic."

 

 

 

· CommunityNews
·        AraratIslamic Welfare Association has opened the ARARAT ISLAMIC CENTRE a few weeksago. AIC is located next to the Ararat Information centre and Ararat RailwayStation on Western Highway. Please feel free to use the centre while you aretraveling. Ring 0422625971 or 0418376475 or ask assistance from the informationcentre. Prayer facilities with separate prayer rooms for male andfemale.

·        The FuneralCommittee meets once a month to discuss the initial issues associated withfunerals and would like to continue other meetings on the acquisition of land,the collection of funds from the community and the promotion of meetings withother communities such as the Somalian, Turkish communities, to learn from theirexperiences.Dr. IshaqBhatti

·        Dr. Gillani, the CountryManager for the Fred Hollows Foundation in Pakistan visited Melbourne. UMMA hadthe pleasure of her visit onSunday 10thSeptember, whereDr.RubinaGillani delivered a short presentationregarding her field of work in Pakistan.

·        Untilnow the UMMA NEWSLETTER was being sent to paying members, non-paying members andabout 200 non-members. As per our new policy the Newsletter will not be sent toanyone who has NOT paid their membership. Please note that UMMA membershipsubscription is not "membership fees" for the Newsletter but it is an on-goingDonation to the Masjid Fund. This Fund is used towards day to day runningexpenses of our Masjid.YOUR DONATION TO THE MASJID in this month of Ramadan will give you more rewardthan normal days
·        Thissubscription is just $40 per person for 365 days, that is less than 11 cents aday !
·        Pleasesend your cheques to “The Treasurer, UMMA, 72 George St Doncaster East VIC3108”. The subscription amount is $80 per family (with children Under-18):&$40 for individuals. Please make your cheques payable to: ‘UMMA” or directdeposit to UMMA account at:
ANZ Bank, DoncasterBranch BSB# 013-284 A/C # 2540-52169. Please notify Br Wasi Qureshiby telephone or fax@ 94669756 for any deposits made into thisaccount.
 

 

·  

·         

·         

 
 

UMMANews

EIDPRAYERS
KHATEMAE-QUERANthis Ramadan will be on October 19. Please bring sweets toshare.
·        Zakatul-Fitris an OBLIGATORY CHARITY levied upon able Muslims: the father for his family,the host for his guest, upon those who fasted and those who didn't fast.This year it is$10
·        Eidwill be onMonday 23rdOctober.

·        Eidprayer is at8amsharp.
·        Parkingwill be available atReicheckReserve located in betweenthe UMMA Centre and Victoria St.
·        Therewill be anEid functionon SundayOctober 29at 2pm. Lunch will be for sale, there will also be rides forkids.

 

********************************************

SHELTER AIDAUSTRALIA
1.Shelter aid Australiais an independent non profitable non denominational and non politicalorganization
 2.It is working tosupport children, widows and needy people in developing countries
3.It willprotect the children from abuse and exploitation including recruitment byviolent causes, from child labor and child prostitution
 4.It aims to provide food, shelter, health,education and safety services for the children and widows and empower them tobecome self -sufficient
 5.It willprovide disaster relief where necessary

6.Engage in fundraisingactivities in order to raise funds
7.It will liaise with local organizationswith similar aims and objectives Our first project is to help children andwidows affected by earthquake in the Kashmir regions . Our delegate will begoing to Pakistan at the end of2006 to liaise with local organizations to assessthe most needy areas .
 We needsupport from everyone physically and
 financially . If you can help please contact :9654
4683 Address: Ross house Level 1247 Flinders Lane MelbourneThanks

 

 

UMMAMATRIMONIAL SERVICE

 

“When aservant of Allah marries, he perfects half his religion; and let him fear Allahwith regard to the remaining half.” (Hadith fromBayhaqi).

 

 “Whoever likes my way, he should follow mysunnah, and nikkah is from my sunnah.” (Hadith fromBayhaqi)

 

Tofulfill UMMA’s religious and moral obligations to provide a platform from whichit can assist in finding a suitable match for brothers and sisters (single,divorced or widowed), UMMA has started the UMMA Matrimonial Service. UMS will not be providing a dating service.The service is to operate in a very professional and confidential manner,inshallah.

Thebasic form of operation will be through a number of representatives whom anyinterested individuals can contact to register their interest. The individual isin control of the process at all times. The UMS representatives are merely thereto introduce and assist individuals wherever possible. The following are therepresentatives that can be contacted -

MohammadHanif&Soofia Tariq

Phone:(03) 94447680

            0411025482

            0424011068(Soofia)

Email:mhanif@bigpond.net.au

          soofiatariq@gmail.com

Mr.&Mrs. Manzoor Mian

Phone:(03) 93085786

            0417341543

Email:manzoor@umma.org.au

 

 
Mrs.Sabeeha Jabbar

Phone:0402486729

Email:sabiya33@hotmail.com

 
Mrs.Rashda Haque

Phone:(03) 8012958

Email:rashda.haque@sdi.com.au

 
Mr.&Mrs. Waheed Khan

Phone:(03) 97645827

Email:khanfamily99@hotmail.com

 
 

PleaseNote: This is a free service from UMMA. UMMA will take utmost care to keepinformation confidential. However UMMA and UMS should not be held responsiblefor any undesirable outcomes.

 

*---------*---------*---------*-------

Al-Tirmidhi,Hadith 269
TheProphet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “O people! Greet others in peace,feed (the poor and needy), behave kindly to your relatives, offer prayer whenothers are asleep, and (thus) enter Paradise in peace.”

 

RESPECT OF THE MASJID (House of Allah)

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

AlhamduLillah, the holy month of Ramadan is on us and May Allah(swt) help us with the rest of the Ramadan to do the Ibaadat with which Allah(swt) will be pleased and avoid all the actions with which Allah(swt) will be displeased. 

 

Now, what inspired me to write this article is: I have seen how my Islamic brothers and sisters come to the masjid enthusiastically; every one greets the other with such warmth. May ALLAH (swt) keep this unity and affection always with us. A’meen. 

 

Some other things that struck me was when we come to the masjid, Allah (swt)’s house, do we pay proper respect to it. My address is particularly to the sisters. The most important thing that brought to my attention is their DRESS. Sisters when we go to the masjid for whatever reason, we need to pay its proper respect. In ALLAH (swt)’s sight, the best part of the earth is where the masaajid are, the worst part is where the markets or shopping centers are. Think carefully sisters, should we not then pay proper respect to the masjid, dress according to ALLAH (swt)’s prescribed way?

It has made me very sad to see some sisters dressed in such a fashion that there is no difference in the way they go to the markets or to masjid. I am not saying that it is allowed to go to the markets with such dressing but at least we can pay extra respect for the sake of ALLAH (swt) whilst coming to the masjid. Truly speaking, some of the fashion of the women’s dress these days is such that even woman cannot look at each other, as it is outside the limit of the “AURAH” for women.

 

The prescribed way for women to dress is to cover the whole body except the face and hands. Very tight and transparent clothes are forbidden for both men and women. We need to pray with this prescribed dress; otherwise our salath is not accepted. Think about it, who are we fasting for and why? Isn’t Ramadan is to refine ourselves and make ourselves better spiritually so that we can grow closer to Allah(swt) and seek His pleasure and affection. Is it possible to do so by disobeying Him?

 

O’ you who believe! Obey ALLAH (swt) and His Messenger, and turn not away from him when you hear him speak. Nor be like those who say, “We hear, but we listen not”: For the worst of beasts in the sight of ALLAH (swt) are the deaf and the dumb, those who understand not. (Surah 8, Al-Anfal; 20-22)

 

It is considered not appropriate to attend the masajid. It is considered best for us to pray salah in the corners of our houses. This is to avoid the fitnah, which, my dear sisters we already are committing if we are not careful. Rasool Allah sws, gave us permission saying, ‘do-not stop Allah(swt)’s maid-servants from His House’ provided, we dress ourselves decently, meaning cover ourselves properly, not display our beauty, not wear jingling jewelry (anklets, bangles), not wear any perfume.

·  

·        Take care of your children; they are your first responsibility. If they cry, you are allowed to hold them whilst praying. Do not leave them to cry, disturbing your own salath and others, causing disturbance to the Imam, as it takes away the concentration from all of us.

·        Do not strip off your hijab, at least until you sit in the car, if you are not a regular wearer of hijab.

·        During the congregation, make sure that the rows (safs) are straight, stand close to each other so that the shoulders touch each other’s. 

·        Do not leave space. If someone moves away, the gap should be filled in by whoever is nearest the gap. 

·        Orient yourself and the children, before coming to the masjid, instruct your children about the etiquettes of the masjid. It is a place of worship not a playground.

·        Dress yourself and them (your children) accordingly from a very early age so that they develop an identity and grow to be a good Muslim and Muslimah. 

·        Brothers should take charge of their sons and sisters of their daughters and let them be your side while praying. At least you should know where your children are.

·        Please make sure that they are not disturbing the neighbors. We would not like to disturb our neighbors where we live. Is it not our responsibility to make sure the neighbors of the masjid are safe from our children? 

·        Keeping the masajid clean and maintaining the cleanliness of the masjid is reward-able; don’t we take responsibility to keep our homes clean?

 

Sisters another thing that I have been reminded over and over again this Ramadan during the Taraweeh prayers is “Every living being has to taste death, ultimate return is to Him. Whoever expects to meet Allah should know that the appointed time will come. The life of this world is nothing but a sport and pastime, like when a child goes to the playground, after the play is over, returns home. Our final abode is with ALLAH (swt). Do not think that there are lots more years to take on the religion and become religious. Beware, as it is known Malakul Maoth always comes uninvited and often when least expected! On the Day, any excuses will not avail anything, nor will we be allowed to seek forgiveness. 

These are the days, Sisters, for Repentance and Reform, to read, understand Qur’an and seek Forgiveness. ALLAH (swt) guides those who want to be guided. He seals the hearts of those who do not take heed. Every thing is perishable except ALLAH (swt). Sovereignty is His and to Him we will all return. May it be a happy moment then, INSHALLAH for all of us.

 

Lastly, I besiege you not to take this as an effort to gain supremacy. Nothing is hidden from ALLAH (swt) He alone knows who is superior to whom. My main interest is to help each other. I have been in the same boat and I still have a weak nafs. In the by gone days, when we prayed at the Preston Mosque, the elderly Arab ladies scoffed us for not abiding by the Islamic rules, it took me a while to understand the crimes I was committing due to my ignorance and lack of Islamic knowledge. I pray now for those who guided me rightly. May ALLAH (swt) reward them immensely. I wish to remain anonymous for the sake of my own embarrassment.    A sister in Islam               
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آداب مسجد
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