 ِبسِْم اللهِ الرَحمنِ الرَّحِيمْ
[image: image31.jpg]


[image: image2.png]


 UMMA NEWS [image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


 

Rabi Al-Awwal  1428H 
  www.umma.org.au            Issue 1/07         March 2007
[image: image1.png]



In This Issue:-----
AN EYE OPENER 

            Hayat Qureshi

UMMA SATURDAY SCHOOL – 1
UMMA SATURDAY SCHOOL - 2
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
ROYAL CHILDREN’S HOSPITYAL
                fund raising dinner

MIND YOUR MANNERS - 

                             Umm Zahrah 
UMSCO – united muslim sisters charity organization
Advertisement -  Roshan Fashions
Advertisement -  Dr M M Jabbar
top
[image: image10.png]


 ِبسِْم اللهِ الرَحمنِ الرَّحِيمْ


[image: image11.png]


72 George Street. Doncaster East, Vic.  3109 Tel 9842 6491

Tel: Masjid 9842 6491;           Imam’s Office & Fax : 9842 6312

Website: www.umma.org.au

[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


 UMMA NEWS [image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


 

Rabi Al-Awwal  1428H 
  www.umma.org.au            Issue 1/07         March 2007

[image: image12.png]



REFLECTIONS

[image: image13.png]



top
From page 1…….An Eye Opener    by Hayat Qureshi

[image: image14.png]



                                          *************
[image: image15.png]


                                         

[image: image16.png]



top
Chairman’s Report

                                                                                 Rabi Al-Awwal  1428H / March 2007 

[image: image17.png]



[image: image18.png]



[image: image19.png]



top
[image: image9.png]UMMA’s
Royal Children’s Hospital
Fundraising Dinner

About The Royal Children’s Hospital:
The Royal Chidren's Hospial i a specalist paeditric hospial and provides a ul ange of clinical services,
certiary cire and heaith promotion and prevendon programsfor chidren and adolescen. It nternatianally
T2 g s o et s o, Paares s rerrad e Koyl Chirens
it from il over Ausirlis and the Asa-Paciic i eouniies

“The hospical was established in 1870 and has been located on it present ste at Parkvile in Melbourne, Aus-

rala since 1963. ¢ has 250 beds, and treats approximataly 32000 In-patients sach year. A tol of 280,000
Children are treated by the hospital annusly.

cuND RAISE AND FUN G,

Kasouti
(who am I}

Global Warming
&
Water Crisis

Bait Bazi

Thursday 5th April Coburg Town Hall
7.30pm to 1 1.30pm 90 Bell $t, Coburg

Cost:
Adults $25.00 Family with 2 kids under 12 $70.00
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Dear Brothers & Sisters :			Assalam o Alaikum





Al-hamdu-lillah, the UMMA committee and council managed to finish 2006 with several successful functions and gatherings. Our Eid-ul-Adha function and Annual BBQ was combined into one function, due to close proximity of dates. 





The Eid-ul-Adha function featured festival rides and amusements for youngsters as well as food and variety stalls operated by the ladies.





On Eid-ul-Fitr, UMMA managed to raise a substantial amount from contributions, however during Eid-ul-Adha, the donations dropped due to a smaller attendance over the holiday season, with many Muslim brothers and sisters being overseas.





In addition to the Eid function, UMMA also hosted an 8-a-side Cricket Tournament this year, which was very well attended and provided some great efforts and skills on display. The competition was fierce but played in good spirit. It was good to see many different faces participating together.





Currently, the Building committee is reviewing the plans and designs for Stage 4 of the Building Project. Al-hamdu-lillah we have continued to make progress with various sub-committees being created to handle different aspects of the project.





We would like to continue to encourage your generous support. Without financial and other valuable contributions from the Muslim Ummah, we would not have the facilities we enjoy at the UMMA Centre. In giving for this noble cause, in any amount of money or effort, the reward is everlasting and surely worthwhile.





UMMA Saturday School is again in full operation this year. Parents who want to enroll their children and / or for any further inquiries please contact: 








Br Ehsan-ul-Haque    9801 2958      Sr Rashida       9801 2958


Br Mohammd Hanif    0411025482    Sr Qudsia Syed 9842 0016














UMMA SATURDAY SCHOOL








Conclusion: The Muslim world is failing to diffuse knowledge.


�Exports of high technology products as a percentage of total exports are an important indicator of knowledge application. Pakistan's exports of high technology products as a percentage of total exports stands at one per cent. The same for Saudi Arabia is 0.3 per cent; Kuwait, Morocco, and Algeria are all at 0.3 per cent while Singapore is at 58 per cent.





Conclusion: The Muslim world is failing to apply knowledge.


 


Why are Muslims powerless? Because we aren't producing knowledge. Why are Muslims powerless? Because we aren't diffusing knowledge. Why are Muslims powerless? Because we aren't applying knowledge. And, the future belongs to knowledge-based societies.


�Interestingly, the combined annual GDP of 57 OIC-countries is under $2 trillion. America, just by herself, produces goods and services worth $12 trillion; China $8 trillion, Japan $3.8 trillion and Germany $2.4 trillion (purchasing power parity basis). 


�Oil rich Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait and Qatar collectively produce goods and services (mostly oil) worth $500 billion; Spain alone produces goods and services worth over $1 trillion, Catholic Poland $489 billion and Buddhist Thailand $545 billion (Muslim GDP as a percentage of world GDP is fast declining). 


�So, why are Muslims so powerless? Answer: Lack of education





Success is neither magical nor mystery !! 


                                                            





                                                       
































Sayings of our Prophet �


الكلمــه الطيبــه صدقــه


“A good word is Charity”











Need to do circumcision of your son performed by a Muslim Doctor?


Contact


                        Dr. M. M. Jabbar


37 Cotham Road


Kew VIC 3101


Telephone: (03) 9853 2233























السلام عليكم و رحمة الله وبركاته 


As-Salaamu `Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu


After taking 2 of AlMaghrib Institute’s most challenging and intense courses, The Light of Guidance and The Code Evolved, I walked into the Rules of Engagement (ROE) seminar thinking, “Finally, a nice calm topic that should be easy to understand, easy to study for and easy to ace!”  As usual, I was wrong.  What made ROE so different from the last couple of courses specifically were the ‘gems’ (inspiration). Usually, you get your ‘gems’ from the seminar itself.  But with Rules of Engagement ‘gems’ kept coming to me after the class and even after the exam was over!  





Why? What is so special about learning about proper Akhlaaq اخلاق that makes it an ongoing experience for learning?  





It’s because it deals with relationships. Relationships with your Lord, the Messenger, the Companions, your spouse, children, family members, friends, teachers, neighbours,…… and the list goes on.  If you think about it, every aspect of life somehow deals with one relationship or another, and Islam gives us the proper way of dealing with these relationships.  Hence, it’s everywhere.





As in most cases, it’s usually the small, minute and what we would consider “insignificant”, aspects of life that we overlook and/or ignore:-  





We tend to think, it’s a big deal to memorize the whole entire Qur’an, but it isn’t a big deal to be the best you can be to your family.   The Prophet � said, “The best of you are those who are best to their family and I am the best to my family.”  (Narrated by at-Tirmidhi)





We tend to think it’s a big deal to make Hajj, but it’s not a big deal to visit your brother or sister in Islam sincerely for the sake of Allah �.  The Prophet � said, “A man went to visit a brother of his in another village. Allah �sent an angel to wait for him on the road. When the man came along, the angel asked him, 'Where do you intend to go?' He said, 'I am going to visit a brother of mine who lives in this village.' The angel asked, 'Have you done him any favor (for which you are now seeking repayment)?' He said, 'No. I just love him for the sake of Allah � The angel told him, I am a messenger to you from Allah � sent to tell you that He loves you as you love your brother for His sake."' (Narrated by Muslim)





We tend to think it’s a big deal to stack up on acts of worship, but it’s not a big deal to perfect our character.  The Prophet � said, “The best among you are those who have the best manners and character.” (Narrated by Bukhari)





Memorizing the Qur’an and going for Hajj are, no doubt, great acts of worship.  But in addition to this, it is only befitting of the religion of Allah, that worship of Allah internally should be reflected externally through the limbs and one’s manners.





The Prophet � said, “The bankrupt person from my ummah will come on the Day of Judgment with prayer, fasting and Zakaat. But he also abused this person, slandered that person, took money wrongfully from this person, spilled the blood of that one, and beat this one. So some of his good deeds will be given to this person and some of them to that person. So if his good deeds run out before he makes up for what is against him, he will take from their sins and they will be charged against him. And then he will be flung into the Hellfire.”  





If we study the above hadeeth closely, we find that although this person had many great acts of worship on his scale, his offenses against others was enough to overcome all of those good deeds. What’s more is that these sins were nothing more than bad manners, bad character that caused his good deeds to be lost.  Verily, on that Day, the only currency acceptable is one’s good deeds.
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In the same way, no goodness that you show to others is without reward.  A wife who displays good manners with her husband by fulfilling his rights achieves the good pleasure of her husband as well as reward in the next life.  Parents who fulfill the rights of their children earn their good supplications after their death as well as reward in the next life.  A Muslim who fulfills the rights of his/her fellow Muslim earns good companionship and a strong bond as well as seats on pulpits of light on the Day of Judgment because of their love for the sake of Allah.





As one teacher put it, “The DNA of a Muslim is their Akhlaaq,” good manners are the very fabric of society on which good, strong, and healthy relationships are built and connections are made.  How you reach out to a Muslim or non-Muslim is through your akhlaaq so let it be the best.  





So what are the steps it takes to attain good Akhlaaq?  Since having good Akhlaaq is one of the best deeds a person can strive to perfect, it must be done for Allah’s sake.  Why is ‘Sincerity’اخلاص   such an important ingredient?  Because if a person simply displayed good manners in front of people so that they would like him/her, eventually his/her true faults and evil desires will surface themselves during times of trial.  A person who displays good manners for the sake of Allah will remember that Allah is always watching him, his ultimate return is to Allah, and he will find his reward for good behavior only with Allah, and not the people.





It goes without saying that perfecting one’s character for the sake of Allah, using the guidance of His Beloved Messenger, Muhammad�, leads one to achieve the love of Allah�.  Indeed, Muhammad � was loved a great deal by the people.  There were companions who could not even look at his noble face out of respect and love for him.  There were those who raced to collect the drops of water that dripped from his limbs as he performed wudhoo’.  And no one can forget the darkness that set upon Madinah that day that the Prophet � passed away.  This love that the people had for him had a great deal to do with not just the guidance he brought, but the love, concern, and care that he showed for his brothers and sisters for the sake of Allah�.   





So let us conclude with a sincere Dua’a to Allah to perfect our character and erase its evil:





اللهم اهدنا لأحسن الأخلاق لا يهدي لأحسنها إلاّ أنت


و اصرف عنّا سيئها لا يصرف عنّا سيئها إلاّ أنت





“Guide me to the best of characters for none can guide to it other than You, and turn me away from the worst of characters for none can turn me away from it other than You.”





wa-Allahu ta`aalaa A’lam.








The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “ Beware! There is a piece of flesh in the body: if it becomes good (reformed) the whole body becomes good, but if it gets spoilt the whole body gets spoilt! and that is the “ heart.”    


                                                      Sahih Al-Bukhari #49  Narrated by An Numan bin Bashir








السلام عليكم و رحمة الله وبركاته 





As-Salaamu `Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu





UMSCO


The fund raising lunch hosted by the ladies of United Muslim Sisters Charity Organisation (UMSCO) on the 25th February, 2007 at UMMA Centre surpassed expectations. AlhumdulIllah, the strong positive feedback received from almost everyone who attended has boosted the resolve of UMSCO members to continue to work for the Pleasure of Allah (SWT). It has also attracted more ladies to join us in working together InshaAllah in solidarity for the one and only purpose – Obedience to Allah’s Command.





We wish to express our sincere gratitude to all those who attended the lunch, the many volunteers who helped us, our inspiring speaker Dr Abdus Samad, our families and all those who donated. InshaAllah we hope to have many more fun filled events with your support and co-operation.





While we had very clearly articulated our objectives in our announcement in the previous newsletter, there was still doubt in the minds of a few about our objectives. In this context it is imperative to further explain our objectives.





UMSCO was formed mainly to involve the community to obey Allah’s command to reach out to the poor and the needy. In Surah Al-Baqarah Allah States:





“And spend of your substance in the cause of Allah, and make not your own hands contribute to (your) destruction; but do good; for Allah loveth those who do good.” (002.195)





“O ye who believe! Spend out of (the bounties) We have provided for you, before the Day comes when no bargaining (Will avail), nor friendship nor intercession. Those who reject Faith they are the wrong-doers.” (002.254)





We Muslims are seeing in our own life time destruction of our brethren not just from man to man but also through major cataclysmic events such as the Tsunami and the earthquakes. Despite this those of us who live comfortable lives in the advanced countries such as ours are engrossed in our newly formed all important culture of “partying” without so much as glancing at the less fortunate. It is high time that we reform ourselves, obey Allah’s commands before similar calamities touch us and give constructive turn to our culture so that we may reach out to the needy more often.





AlhumdulIllah, UMSCO raised a little over $6000 in its first event. A small part of it was spent towards some furniture for UMMA Centre but the majority of it will go towards helping the poorest in the third world countries through provision of water tanks, bore wells and meeting other basic needs InshaAllah. 


May Allah guide us all to improve our Eemaan and strive for His pleasure for a beautiful Aakhirah, Ameen!                                       Tasneem Yousuff on behalf of UMSCO members





















































UMMA Islamic Centre congratulates all of our brothers and sisters who performed Hajj this year. May ALLAH swt accept their prayers.








Baby boy Muhammad born to Mr. & Mrs. Mian Zahid Sarfraz in Melbourne





UMMA congratulates the parents of the newborn. 


May ALLAH bless the newborns with wealth of Eeman. Ameen











UMMA SATURDAY SCHOOL








is offering FREE coaching sessions 


in 





�





conducted by a Secondary School Maths Teacher of our community (Member: Victorian Institute of Teaching) 








Interested Boys & Girls of Secondary Classes who want to make Maths “fun to learn” may register their names.








 (In these coaching sessions emphasis will be on learning the “basic concepts” of Numeracy, Algebra & Mathematics)





For REGISTRATION & more information please contact:


Wahaj Habib:   9404 4325 / 0423 434 205 or


                                   Email:   � HYPERLINK "mailto:wahajhabib@hotmail.com" ��wahajhabib@hotmail.com�





 





Roshan Fashions





Australia’s Superstore in Indian & Pakistani Fashions








69-71 Foster Street                                  63 Waterfield Street


        Dandenong (VIC)                                  Coburg  (VIC)


        9792 5688                                                 9350 7373








السلام عليكم و رحمة الله وبركاته 





As-Salaamu `Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu





AN EYE OPENER -  Why are Muslims so powerless?


Hayat Qureshi


There are an estimated 1,476,233,470 Muslims on the face of the planet: one billion in Asia, 400 million in Africa, 44 million in Europe and six million in the Americas. Every fifth human being is a Muslim; for every single Hindu there are two Muslims, for every Buddhist there are two Muslims and for every Jew there are one hundred Muslims. Ever wondered why Muslims are so powerless?





Here is why: There are 57 member-countries of the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC), and all of them put together have around 500 universities; one university for every three million Muslims. The United States has 5,758 universities and India has 8,407. In 2004, Shanghai Jiao Tong University compiled an 'Academic Ranking of World Universities', and intriguingly, not one university from Muslim-majority states was in the top-500.





As per data collected by the UNDP, literacy in the Christian world stands at nearly 90% and 15 Christian-majority states have a literacy rate of 100 per cent. A Muslim-majority state, as a sharp contrast, has an average literacy rate of around 40 per cent and there is no Muslim-majority state with a literacy rate of 100 per cent. Some 98 per cent of the 'literates' in the Christian world had completed primary school, while less than 50 per cent of the 'literates' in the Muslim world did the same. Around 40 per cent of the 'literates' in the Christian world attended university while no more than two per cent of the 'literates' in the Muslim world did the same.


Muslim-majority countries have 230 scientists per one million Muslims. The US has 4,000 scientists per million and Japan has 5,000 per million. In the entire Arab world, the total number of full-time researchers is 35,000 and there are only 50 technicians per one million Arabs (in the Christian world there are up to 1,000 technicians per one million). Furthermore, the Muslim world spends 0.2 per cent of its GDP on research and development, while the Christian world spends around five per cent of its GDP





Conclusion: The Muslim world lacks the capacity to produce knowledge.





Daily newspapers per 1,000 people and number of book titles per million are two indicators of whether knowledge is being diffused in a society. In Pakistan, there are 23 daily newspapers per 1,000 Pakistanis while the same ratio in Singapore is 360. In the UK, the number of book titles per million stands at 2,000 while the same in Egypt is 20.
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