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Assalam u aleikum,

Brothers and Sisters, it is my pleasure to announce that UMMA conducted its 2007 Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 24th June 2007. The meeting was well attended and some very important issues regarding UMMA’s future were discussed.

The UMMA Council presented a building proposal to the Members, on the topic of Stage 4: The Multi-purpose Hall.

The presentation was conducted by Br. Waheed Kazi, Br. Hanif Mohammad, Br. Issam Nabulsi and myself, presenting various aspects of the project including community needs, advantages of the building, design feasibility, costs and fundraising for the project.

In due course, the UMMA Council will be posting a draft to the community on the UMMA website, for open discussion and suggestions regarding the project. We appreciate any constructive comments that will help make some very important decisions for the Council
Jazakum Allah Khair 



WORKING TOGETHER: A HUMAN NECESSITY AND AN ISLAMIC MANDATE     - HAYAT QURESHI
Dear Brothers and Sisters Assalamu alaikum

…Help one another in righteousness and piety; do not help one another towards sin and hostility. Be mindful of Allah, for Allah’s punishment is severe. (al-Ma’idah 5:2)
Human beings depend on each other. There are no creatures in this world that need each other as much as human beings need each other. Unless someone is living in a jungle, residing in caves and surviving on some wild fruits and vegetables, no one who lives in any village or city can survive without the help of others. The Arab poet said long time ago:
People, whether desert Bedouins or city dwellers, they are all servants of each other, even if they do not realize it.

The great historian ‘Abdul Rahman ibn Khaldun (d. 1406) who is known in the world as the “Father of Historiography” and who was an acute observer of human nature, wrote in his famous “Muqaddimah” that “Social life is necessary for humankind. Without it their existence will not be complete and they cannot fulfil the purpose for which Allah created them and sent them to this earth.” 
Working together is necessary for human survival and for human progress. In the terminology of the Qur’an it is called ‘ta’awun,’ which comes from the word ‘’awn’ meaning ‘help and support.’ Thus ‘ta’waun’ means ‘helping and supporting each other.’ However, Islam emphasizes that the cooperation must be to do what is right and good, not towards what is sinful and hostile. 
The ethic of cooperation in Islam is that Muslims should cooperate with others, regardless whether they are Muslims or non-Muslims, as long as the object of cooperation is right and good. On the other hand Muslims are not allowed to cooperate with any person or group, whether Muslim or non-Muslim, if the object of cooperation is sinful, unjust and hostile. 
We have a beautiful example of this principle in the life of our beloved Prophet Muhammad – peace be upon him. It is reported that while he –peace be upon him- was living in Makkah before receiving the Prophethood, he joined an alliance known as “Hilf al-Fudul”. The Prophet and some good people of Makkah met at ‘Abdullah ibn Jud’an’s home and made an agreement:
“If they found any one either a native of Makkah or an outsider, had been wronged they would take his part against the aggressor and see that the stolen property was restored to him.” (Ibn Hisham, Sirah, vol. 1, pp. 133-134)

After he became the Prophet of Allah, the Prophet –peace be upon him- used to say:
“I witnessed in the house of Abdullah ibn Jud’an a covenant which I would not exchange for any number of fine camels: if I were invited to take part in it during Islam, I would indeed respond.” (Sirah of Ibn Hisham, vol. 1, p. 134)
Muslims must work together among themselves and with others. It is an irony of the situation that modern life with all its complexities, requires from us that we should work together; but at the same time there are so many pressures that make people very individualistic. We have to find a balance between our individual time and space and our need to work with others. Thus families need to work together. Spouses, children, older parents, in-laws, other relatives have to learn how to coop with each other. We have to learn how to work and get along with each other and how to support each other. We need to learn how to live with others with our ethnic and cultural differences, our differences in Schools of thoughts and jurisprudence (fiqh). We have to learn how to work with people of other faiths and backgrounds. We have to learn how to deal with civic and political leaders, how to deal with the media and how to be good Muslims and good citizens in this society. There is, unfortunately, growing misunderstanding and misperceptions of Islam and Muslims in this society or what is rightly called as “Islamophobia.” It is a reality and we have to learn how to deal with it and correct it in a positive and effective manner. 

There are also many civic and interfaith groups in Australia that are working to promote health, good environment, care for the poor and needy and peace and justice for all people. We should know how to work with these groups as well for the benefit of all humanity. The world today is very much inter-connected. We are living in a “global village”. The problems that affect one group of people or one part of the world can very easily affect other people and other parts of the world. Allah says:
Beware of discord that harms not only the wrongdoers among you, and know that Allah is severe in His punishment. (al-Anfal 8:25)
There are over half million Muslims living in Australia. We have more than 1500 Masajid and Islamic organizations here. The main objective of this organization is to help Muslims work together among themselves and with others for the benefit of all people in this land and for the humanity at large. To emphasize this objective, to learn basic principles and ethics of ‘working together’ and to take concrete actions in this direction. 
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Based on a lecture by Sheik Abdulla Adhami
Your riches and your children may be but a trial, but in the Presence of 
Allah is the highest reward. (Quran 64:15)
What does it mean for a Muslim woman to have a daughter? What does it mean to have a Muslim mother? What duties do they have toward one another? What does Islam say about the special relationship between mothers and daughters who are Believers?

In Islam, the female child is a gift to her mother because she has certain duties toward her. Likewise the mother has certain responsibilities to her daughter that can make treasure her mother. Let's examine some of these points

DAUGHTERS' DUTIES

*Always remember what your parents, especially your mother, did for you all your life.

* Recognize the wisdom of age and experience, and even when you disagree, be respectful and humble to her.

* You must NOT obey your mother if she tells you to disobey Allah SWT or to break any of his commands

* Use the art of negotiation - Use honey instead of vinegar. For example: "Mom, I cleaned my room and folded the clothes would you mind taking me to the mall?" Do something to please your mom and then make a polite request.

* Though we don't like to think about it, daughters must be prepared to take care of their mothers when they become feeble and from old age just as their mothers cared for them when they were infants. Sons may offer financial support, but they are not likely to deal with the bed pans, the bathing, and the dressing. These will be the daughter's duties.

* After she returns to Allah (SWT), if she did not have a chance to, you can make Hajj for her, pay zakat and sadaqah in her behalf, make up her fasts, and pray for her soul. Narrated Abdullah Ibn Abas : "A woman made a voyage and vowed that she would fast one month if Allah made her reach her destination with peace and security. Allah made her reach her destination with security but she died before she could fast. He daughter or sister (narrator was not sure) came to Rasulullah (SAAWS) and he commanded her to fast on her behalf .(Sunnan Abu-Dawood)."

MOTHERS TREATMENT OF DAUGHTERS

* Assume good intentions of your daughter. Try to excuse temporary thoughtlessness. Hadith advise us to make 70 excuses for the harm others do to us, and then blame ourselves for perhaps misunderstanding
.
* Remember the big picture. Despite the small problems or disagreements, your daughter is basically good. Consider the fact that in the U.K many girls who are her peers (both Muslim and non-Muslim) are sexually promiscuous, abusing drugs and alcohol, involved in criminal, gang related activities, getting pregnant, or being arrested. Masha'Allah, if you look at the big picture, you will see that your daughter is really admirable

* Learn how to discuss with her so that her challenges will not upset you. Learn to listen with your heart and stop interrupting her with khutbahs! She must feel free to talk to you at anytime about whatever may be troubling her. She must not feel that you will condemn her or that your love for her will be diminished if you find out that she is less than perfect and has made some mistakes. If you cannot be there for her, she will have to confide in negative peers who will mislead her.

*Search for solutions. Look for ways to make a compromise instead of insisting that she is completely wrong. Look for halaal alternatives rather than simply saying that everything she wants to do is haraam. For example, if she wants to go swimming at the beach, don't just tell her "No, that's haraam!" You can instead help her arrange a swimming party for Muslim girls and women at an enclosed pool with female lifeguards, where everyone will dress modestly and share in the expense of renting the pool.

* Remember to cherish her. She is going to get married and move away before you know it. Do you really want to spend these few years you have together in your home arguing and embroiled in tension? If you expect her to someday want to bring your grandchildren to visit you, then you need to let her see 
how loving you really are, not how harsh. You are her ally more than her father because you are her only parent who can share with her an understanding of what it is to be a woman -- from training bras to cramps, to butterflies in her stomach on her wedding day. Only you will fully understand and offer her a mother’s unconditional love.

* Muslim women are expected to sacrifice for their daughters two hundred percent. When she is older, society, because of its sexism is going to give your daughter so many difficulties, and even, her husband may sometimes break her heart. She needs to be able to rely on you.

It is narrated by the Prophet's wife, 'A'isha (RAA), that a woman entered her house with two of her daughters. She asked for charity but 'A'isha could not find anything but a date, which she gave to her. The woman divided it between her two daughters and did not eat any herself. Then she got up and 
left. When the Prophet (SAAWS) came to the house, 'A'isha told him about what had happened and he declared that when the woman will be brought to account (on the Day of Judgment) about her two daughters they will act as a screen for her from the fires of Hell
THINGS YOU MUST NEVER SAY TO YOUR DAUGHTER

*"If you do that again, I'm going to kill you!" "I'm going to break your neck!" Don't threaten physical harm. Threats only cause fear if you carry them out, and reduce your credibility if you do not.

* "Why can't you be more like him/her?" Never compare your child to anyone else. She is Allah's unique creation
.
* "I told you so. You Should have listened to me." Don't rub salt in a wound. She's already aware that she was wrong.

* "You are perfect!" "That's the most beautiful artwork I've ever seen! You are the most beautiful girl in the world!" Praise breed arrogance and boastfulness. Instead, recognize her accomplishments but give credit to Allah who created her and gave her talents and abilities, by saying "Masha'Allah", and "Alhamdulillah."

* "I heard that you did something bad, so I know you did it. You always cause trouble." Don't believe rumours. Always give your child a chance to explain her side. Suratul Hujurat tells us to ascertain the truth of any rumour coming to us.

* "You make me sick." "I wish you were never born!" Suratul Hujurat says avoid sarcasm, suspicion, name-calling.

* "Oh!, you don't mean that." "it could always be worse." "Hey, it's really no big deal; why are you getting so upset?." If something is upsetting your daughter, offer comfort, but do never try to make it seem insignificant. Her feelings are valid, and her emotional pain is real for her. Let her vent; then help her discover the lessons and solutions.




Sheikh Hafiz Haroon ur–Rashid
It has been heartening to see that Sheikh Hafiz Haroon ur – Rashid’s study circles have been very well attended. His detailed lectures have made even the most difficult concepts, easy to understand, and have clarified many aspects of theology and fiqh. May Allah reward him. We have noted that many young people have attended and participated in these sessions.

We hope that Sheikh Haroon will be able to join us again in the future. In the meantime we do have an audio record of these classes available as a mp3 download.   Those who are interested getting a DVD OR Audio (MP3), please contract Br. Waheed Khan on 97645827 or 0413215813 

Below is a sample of the feedback we have received:

"It is as if an Eye Surgeon has removed the disease and for the first time I am able to see clearly." 

"Mashallah the course was excellent! I don't know how else to describe it. I have never been so enthusiastic and so alert to learn. Mashallah Sheikh Hafiz Haroon ˆ ur - Rashid really knows how to capture his audience, ranging from his knowledge, the way he explains stuff, to the reason and wisdom behind what he is saying. He has really changed my scope of thinking and the way I look at things in life.

“ What can I say except that was the best course I have ever done. My mind has never been so challenged to think in such a way, especially during the case studies.”

 Presentation of the course was excellent and the Sheikh Hafiz Haroon ˆ ur - Rashid (may Allah have mercy on! And reward him) is such a dynamic speaker."

 "Subhanallah, This was an absolutely amazing course!! My mind was just running overtime thinking about the cases and the wisdom of this great Deen of ours.”

 “AlHamduliallahi Rabil alameen who firstly guided us to Islam and secondly gave us this opportunity to attend this mind blowing course." 

Jazakum Allah Khair 

UMMA “ 


HADITH OF THE DAY:
Narrated by Anas "The Prophet (saws) said, "Whoever possesses the following three qualities will have the ‘sweetness of ‘eemaan’ (faith):(1). The one to whom Allah and His Messenger (saws) becomes dearer than anything else.(2).Who loves a person and he loves him only for Allah's sake. (3).Who hates to revert to disbelief, as he hates to be thrown into the fire."
[Shahih Al-Bukhaaree, Hadith 1.15]


SPEAK IN A KINDLY MANNER
"And tell My servants that they should speak in the most kindly manner (to those who do not share their beliefs), for Satan is always ready to stir up discord between men."
The Holy Quran, 17:53



[59. Al-Hashr : 18]
O you who believe! Fear Allâh and keep your duty to Him. And let every person look to what he has sent forth for the tomorrow, and fear Allâh. Verily, Allâh is All-Aware of what you do 

Al-Tirmidhi, Hadith 1361

WHOEVER PLANTS A TREE IS REWARDED BY GOD 
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: "(Whoever) plants a (fruit-bearing) tree gains a reward (from God equal to that of) a charitable gift for what is eaten from the tree (including what is stolen by others and what animals eat). (Even) such losses will be counted as a charitable gift on his part."


Al-Tirmidhi
NO RACISM ALLOWED IN ISLAM 
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said in his last sermon: "All mankind is from Adam and Eve. An Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any superiority over an Arab; also a white has no superiority over a black, nor a black has any superiority over a white - except by piety and good action." 
Abu Dharr said the Prophet told him: "You are not better than people (of other races) unless you excel them in piety."




Umm Zahrah

Many times during our daily lives, we may underestimate the power of small acts of good which our religion has prescribed, simply perhaps because they are very easy to perform.  An example might be the remembrance of Allah after prayer, voluntary fasts, or simply smiling at one’s brother or sister in Islam.  However, Allah is ash-Shakoor, the Most Appreciative and He lets no act of good go unrewarded or unnoticed.    “Surely, Allâh wastes not the reward of the Muhsinûn”[9:20]

Notice however, in this Ayah, Allah used the word “Muhsineen”---those who strive for Ihsan, or perfection.  Perfection is a very critical ingredient for any act of good we do.  People come from all walks of life, each one of us unique in our own way; we all have our own circumstances, and yet, there is a vast number of good deeds each one of us can do which is easy for us.   All it really takes is perfection, honesty with ourselves, and sincerity with Allah.

Narrated Abu Hurayrah, the Prophet said, “Religion is very easy and whoever overburdens himself in his religion will not be able to continue in that way. So you should not be extremists, but try to be near to perfection and receive the good tidings that you will be rewarded; and gain strength by worshipping in the mornings, the nights.” [Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadeeth #38]

It is also reported that the Prophet (sal Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, 

 “O people! You cannot implement all of what you were commanded. Therefore, strive hard (do correct actions), and receive the glad tidings.” [Ahmad]

We learn from these ahadeeth, that it will be impossible to do EVERYTHING good out there.  Considering our different circumstances, different locations and walks of life, there is always at least SOME good we can do which would benefit ourselves and those around us and all we really need to focus on is trying our very best to perform. Abu Hurayrah narrates: 

 “My friend (Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم) recommended three things for me: to fast three days in every month, to offer the two Rak’ah of Dhuha and to offer the Witr before I go to sleep.”

Ibn al-Qayyim (رحمه الله) explains: “The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) recommended it for Abu Hurayrah, because Abu Hurayrah used to study the Hadith at night and preferred it over voluntary prayer. The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) ordered him to pray the forenoon (Dhuha) prayer in place of praying at night. He (صلى الله عليه وسلم) also ordered him to offer the Witr prayer before he went to sleep. The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم did not order Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, and the rest of the companions to do the same.”

The Prophet (sal Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not order Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, and the rest of the companions to do the same.”

We learn from this above incident that Islam is customized for everyone—if only we are honest and sincere.  Allah does not ask that we do things which our beyond our ability, but He asks that we try, and we try our best.  If there is one act of good we are not able to perform, then there will always be an alternative.  However, the key is not to give up, not to become disheartened, but push forward and find another way to please Allah.

Be not discouraged by not doing enough---although we should all strive for the highest standard, with strength and determination towards Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala).  But whatever we ARE able to do, do it with perfection, do it sincerely, and we will surely reap the benefits of what we sow.  This attitude will build our strength and Allah will lead us to do more good—one step at a time.  As Allah says:

Verily, those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, their Lord will Guide them through their Faith; under them will flow rivers In the Gardens of delight (Paradise). [10:9]

Keep this advice in mind when Ramadhan comes our way this year.  It may be that our good actions done perfectly and sincerely would be more acceptable to Allah, although small, than a person who performs good actions in abundance without perfection and without seeking the Face of Allah.  



Dr Mariam Hussain

A talk on this topic was given by Shaik Taufeeq Chowdry at Melbourne University on 19th May; 2007. Here is the summary of that talk. As it is very lengthy, it perhaps may be continued.

The Shaik used the following sub-headings, 

1. Value of Life

2. First hour of Death

3. First hour of Grave

4. Fist Horn

5. Second Horn

6. Third Horn

7. Standing on the Day of Judgement.

8. Judgement, Al-Hisab with the Mizan.
9. Meeting Rasool Allah sws at the Kauthar

10. Sirath and A’raaf

11. Jahannam

12. Jannath.                                                                                                                      

1.VALUE OF LIFE: 

Allah s.t asks in the Qur’an, ‘Why human beings forget Allah s.t?’ and He reminds them that they have forgotten about the Hisab on the day of Judgement.

We remain engrossed in this life. The ward Duniya is from dana, A’khira means one after, Insaan means one who forgets easily. Human beings are in haste of hoarding the duniya whereas Allah s.t. keeps us reminding that A’khira is much more beneficial. We tend to mask the truth, cover it up and argue about the A’khira. How much we desire the hereafter will indicate our love for Allah s.t, our level of Iman and our struggle to succeed in the hereafter. More knowledge we have of Allah s.t, more fear is created in our minds. Our minds are like scales, one side the world and the other hereafter, how do we balance it? Which way we want to tilt? Just imagine how you will greet a rich person in your house as compared to a poor person. Most of us will say, you greet a rich person in a rich manner whereas a poor person, you do not think much of greeting that person. This only shows, how much we value this world. Whereas Allah s.t does not see at our material richness, He looks at the richness of our souls (Rich in Spirituality) and He receives the rich in soul in a rich manner where as the poorness of soul do not impress Him. When a small amount of water falls only small amount of green grows then dies very easily, whereas thick forests are hard to die. This is a comparison of our Imaan and good deeds. Rain is the Imaan and good deeds, the greenery. Beware of the ‘Magic of this world’, this Magic is worse than the magic that Haruth and Maruth taught to the people. That magic separated husband and wife but the Magic of the World separates mankind from his Creator.

Ibn Hajr r.a, dipped his finger in the water and raised it, then said, how quickly this water dries away, our life in this world ends that quick as well.

Rasool Allah sws saw a dead donkey lying by the road side, he asked the sahaba, who would like to buy it for a large amount of money, then he kept  reducing the price. When he asked the price of one dirham, they said, Ya Rasool Allah, we will not even take it for free. He sws then said, this world is more insignificant in the sight of Allah s.t than this donkey is for you. Struggle and fight for something more expensive, like Love of Allah s.t. This world is only a test, otherwise Allah s.t would not have given a drop of water to the disbelievers. Verily the hereafter is the final abode. The richest man on this earth without Imaan is actually very poor (miskeen) in the sight of Allah s.t.

Sometimes we do not think where we are heading, we need to keep a check upon ourselves all the time. A companion asked  Rasool Allah sws, where he was heading, he sws replied, ‘towards Naar’. Remember, this was the time of Rasool Allah sws, his Ashab are considered very pious. If Rasool Allah sws told him he was heading toward Naar, don’t we need to check our selves and keep checking all the time.

Sufyan Soori a renowned scholar, questioned people, Has the knowledge of Allah s.t made you cry? Has the uncertainty( of going to heaven or hell) made you worry?. Malik ad Dinar died at the age of 44 and his daughter saw in her dream, he was burning in the fire of Jahannum. This uncertainty should always make us worry.

For six months the revelations did not come to Rasool Allah sws, he got so worried, he thought Allah s.t has forgotten him or He did not like him. Then finally when the Surah Duha was revealed, Allah s.t said that he was neither forgotten  nor forsaken. He loves us more that our parents love us. Rasool Allah sws said, whoever loves to meet Allah s.t, He loves to meet that person. So why should we not prepare ourselves through out our life time to meet HIM. May we meet him on the best of our deeds. A’meen.



Please note that UMMA membership subscription is on-going Donation to the Masjid Fund. This Fund is used towards day to day running expenses of our Masjid. 
Please send your subscription to “The Treasurer, UMMA, 72 George St Doncaster East VIC 3108”. The subscription amount is $80 per family (with children Under-18)(22 cents a day): & $40 for individuals (11 cents a day). Please make your cheques payable to: ‘UMMA” or direct deposit to UMMA account at:
ANZ Bank, Doncaster Branch BSB# 013-284 A/C # 2540-52169. Please notify Br Wasi Qureshi by telephone or fax @ 9466 9756 for any deposits made into this account.


BIRTHS

Congratulations to Dr Tanveer Mir and Shazia Mir on the birth of a baby Boy Essam . Congratulation to Grand parent Hussain Mir and Shahida Mir
OBITUARIES

UMMA extends heartfelt condolences to the following families on the sad demise of their loved ones and we pray that ALLAH grant the departed souls special palaces in Jannat ul Firdous.

1. Manzoor A Mian father in law passed away in Lahore, Pakistan. 

2. Habib-ur-Rehman brother passed away in Karachi
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